How to Analyze a Primary Source: Image or cartoon

Make a list of observations about the image. Answer the question: “What do
you see in this picture?” List all objects, words and people.

. What do you know about the source?
- Author:

- Date:

- Intended audience:

- Publication:

Record possible symbols and their deeper meanings.
(ex. A dove symbolizes hope.)

. What issue/event/person is being addressed by this source?
. What is the message conveyed by this source?

. Why did the author/creator publish this image? What viewpoint did the
author/creator hope to convey?

. What response did the author/creator hope to get from his/her audience?

How to Analyze a Primary Source: Document

. What do you know about the source?
- Author:

- Date:

- Title:

- Publication:

Read the entire source. Look up the definition of any words that you don’t
know.

For longer sources, after reading through once, chunk information into
smaller parts. Try to paraphrase or put into your own words each chunk of

the document.

. What is the author’s thesis or main point?

. Who was the intended audience of this source and what was the author’s

purpose in creating it?

Questions raised by this source:



